
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Message from
the Pastor

The Gospel,   
  Short and 
   Simple

The last couple of months I have been writing what I believe 
for myself about the core teachings of Jesus. In a few pages I 
wrote my understanding of the gospel. I wanted to establish 
myself as firmly as possible in those things that have become 
clear to me about God and our Christian faith. I wanted to be 
able to explain my faith simply and directly.

I kept writing my summary of the gospel over and over, making 
it more compressed. 

When I got it down to about a half a page, I taped it to my 
dashboard and drove around reading it for about a month. 

I realized I could say it differently, with fewer words, and went 
back to work re-writing it.

I think what I was looking for was something I could chant. I 
was looking to create a Christian core mantra for myself. I had 
attended a Sikh service where they chanted and sang the 
verses of their scripture. There was a power and effectiveness 
to reciting teachings like that. I wanted that for my faith.

I worked on this throughout my days and nights of the last few 
months. It was like a background project in the midst of my 
other work. When another way of saying it came to mind, I 
stopped where I was, and wrote it down. Sometimes this was 
in the car at a red light. Sometimes I pulled the car over.
When I was walking, I stopped right where I was, pulled out my 
notepad, and wrote it down. The project was healing to my 
soul.

                                                         Continued on page 2
      

In Our Prayers

Prayer Concerns:

Members:   Kerry Nagy and family, Janet Shoemaker-
Wallbank.

Friends: Bryson Palmer (great-nephew of Jennifer 
Peters), 
Barbara Mattox (Pastor Ed’s sister-in-law),
Sheila Werstler (sister of Maggie Maher and 
Martha Grabarkiewicz.)
Bev Stewart (Sonya Stewart’s mother)
Felicia Alcorn

Ongoing Prayer Needs:

Members: Joy Kierczak, Kathy Brentlinger, 
Ray Miller, Richard Taylor, Mary Beth 
Tanner. 

Friends: Tamara Lawrence, Evie Snyder’s daughter
Kris West, friend of Pastor Ed
Keller Pollock, niece of Jim Willey and 
granddaughter of Lynn Willey.
Edwige Sambari, friend of Deb de Loustal-
Miller.
Jan McCormick, friend of Doris Fauble.
Mary Hogan, John Hofmann’s sister.

Armed Forces:

PFC Kael Iles, 101st Airborne, Afganistan (friend of 
Park Church), and Nicholas Winkler, U.S. Army.

The Packer Creek 
Brass Quintet

will be the guest musicians
at the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday, August 1st
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Over the last few years I have been attending and reading 
about congregational vitality, Christian Education, church 
growth technique, radical hospitality, and mission. This was all 
for the good of the gospel. But exactly what we meant when 
we said "the gospel" was assumed to be clear and shared. 

In fact it is neither clear nor shared. People have radically 
different views on exactly what the gospel is. For some it is 
getting from earth to heaven. For others it is bringing heaven to 
earth. For some it is mostly about belief content. For others it is 
about living service. For some it is about personal loyalty and 
purity. For others it is social justice.

About a week ago this chant was birthed. I have been 
practicing it throughout my days and nights. I sing it aloud in 
the car, and chant it within while shopping. It is like background 
music for my life.

This is my understanding of the gospel.

God loves us and accepts us all,

And calls us to justice and compassion.

Like Jesus, we give ourselves to God,

And labor for the healing of the world.

If you like this and want to hear it as a chant, come see me, 
and I will teach it to you.

Peace, Pastor Ed

[Read Pastor Ed’s blog at www.parkchurchucc.org]

Chancel Flowers

The following dates are open for the remainder of the year:

August 22
August 29
September 5   
October 24
October 31

Please consider participating in this worthwhile ministry.  The 
bouquets provide cheer to shut-in's or those who are not able 
to worship with us.  Keith Brooks Florist provides the 
arrangements at a very reasonable cost of approximately 
$10 each.  The sign up sheet is located on the bulletin board 
outside the sanctuary.

PARK CHURCH PRESENTED 
THE TOM PATON AWARD

The Tom Paton Award was established in 1979 by the Ohio 
Conference Task Force on Ministries for and with Persons with 
Disabilities to honor the man who inspired and helped direct 
Conference efforts to reach out and serve people with 
disabilities. 

Rev. Paton, a Board for World Ministries missionary to Japan, 
who served as a resident missionary in the Ohio Conference in 
1977-78, was a strong advocate for inclusiveness for all 
persons and all conditions of life. The Task Force, formed in 
1979, organized an International Gathering on Ministries with 
Persons with Disabilities that was held at Pilgrim Hills in July, 
1980.  Persons from seven countries, both with and without 
visible disabilities, participated in this event.  Tom Paton 
traveled to Ohio from Japan to co-direct the gathering with 
Robert Ruck, chair of the Task Force.

The Task Force also asked the Ohio Conference to establish 
yearly awards for churches and Ohio UCC-related 
organizations which had done the most during the past year to 
make their building physically accessible, to make their 
congregations inclusive and welcoming, and who were 
committed to be advocates for persons with disabilities in their 
communities.  The award was named in honor of Tom Paton, 
and the first award was presented to Avon Lake United Church 
of Christ in 1979. 

This year, at the Ohio Conference Annual Gathering at 
Heidleberg University in Tiffin, Ohio, June 11-12, Park Church 
was presented with the 2010 Tom Paton Award in recognition 
and appreciation of inclusive ministries with persons with 
disabilities. Credit for this award must begin with the faith and 
courage of Maggie Maher, who did not quit her ministry in the 
face of her paralyzing accident. Then credit must be given to 
the gracious and patient partnership of the people of Park 
Church, who continued to support and assist Maggie in her 
new condition. 

We hope and pray that our congregation will do 
everything possible to make the safety, honesty, and respect 
of the realm of God accessible to all.
                        

   Pastor Ed Heilman

In Sympathy



Irma Mae Freed, age 79, of Holland, Ohio, formerly of 
Toledo, passed away Saturday, May 29, 2010, at Lutheran 
Village at Wolf Creek Care Center. Irma was born in Deshler, 
OH on February 15, 1931 to William Raymond and Helen 
Marie (Huber) Isenhart. Irma was a member of Park 
Congregational Church in Toledo. She enjoyed The Toledo 
Symphony, Opera and traveling. She was a loving mother and 
grandmother. Surviving is her daughter, Cynthia Rulason and 
granddaughter, Andrea Rulason. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Relden Freed; parents and stepfather, Carl 
Harms. 

Irma’s service was held at Maison-Dardenne-Walker Funeral 
Home in Maumee on Thursday, June 3, 2010, with interment 
at Toledo Memorial Park. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Park Congregational Church, 1456 Harvard Blvd., 
Toledo, Ohio 43614.

Irma shared many stories about herself and Relden with the 
women of Ruth Circle. Several of the ladies contributed the 
following remembrances.

When asked how the two of them came to Park Church, she 
told them this story: “We flipped a coin. If it came up heads, 
we would go to Park Church, and if it came up tails, we would 
go to the Lutheran Church.” The coin came up heads, and 
they spent many years as members of Park Church. At one 
time, Irma served on several church boards, and presided 
over Ruth Circle and Women’s Fellowship. She helped Norma 
Kelling with the junior choir and many times brought them 
home-baked cookies. She loved to bake cookies.

Irma taught piano lessons to several children, and Irma’s  
daughter and granddaughter were both trained in classical 
piano. Irma’s greatest pride was when Cynthia played a 
concert with the Toledo Symphony, and Andrea’s senior recital 
at The Manor House. 

Relden and Irma took many cruises together. They both liked 
the cruise way of traveling. Her best trip was the one to China. 

Irma owned two farms and a house she rented out near 
Napoleon. She always enjoyed going there to see how the 
crops were doing and to visit with her tenants. She also loved 
to get in her car and drive to a shopping center and just 
wander around. It was a sad day for her when her car was 
sold because she felt she was losing her independence. 
Several of us tried to fill the void by taking her shopping, but it 
wasn’t the same. 

About five years ago, Irma moved from her home to the 
Lutheran Village at Wolf Creek, and made a new way of living 
her life. She made many new friends there and participated in 
Bible studies and the choir. She was one of the best 
customers at the Gift Shop, especially to buy chocolates and 
cards. She also enjoyed playing Bingo and was proud of the 

prizes she won. Irma liked the visits with her friends from Park 
Church, and we always came away feeling good about life.

Nu-Vizion UCC 
Summer Volunteer Programs

This summer brings many exciting volunteer opportunities at 
Nu-Vizion. We are eagerly looking for volunteers to help at our 
C.H.E.E.P store on July 3rd. The store is open from 10am-
noon but help is needed from 9:00am-4pm., even for just one 
hour. This is a valuable service to our community and is only 
possible with the support of our volunteers. 

Nu-Vizion is also looking for volunteers to help with their 
Summer Kids Program on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m., June 22 through 
August 12th.  Whether you can volunteer one day or every 
day, they will welcome you! 

If you can volunteer for these programs, call 419-241-9358 or 
email nuvizionoffice@sbcglobal.net for additional information.

RECYCLING JUST GOT EASIER 

The UCC Witness and Proclamation Ministry Team would like 
to share some new recycling opportunities. Best Buy recycles 
TV's as well as other electronics, such as cameras, 
computers, recyclable batteries, etc. The Salvation Army will 
also take working TV's for reuse. In some places, Friends of 
the Library will accept used books, CDs, records, and videos. 
They have sales about every six weeks, and the proceeds are 
used for Library programs. For information about time and 
location for donations call Friends of the Library in Toledo @ 
419-259-5455. CFL's (compact fluorescent light bulbs) can 
be recycled at Lowes Hardware Store. Good Will Industries
is still recycling computers and computer accessories. Note: 
You might call the locations listed above in your area to make 
sure they participate in these programs.

REDUCE – REUSE – RECYCLE
[From The Vine, NWOA Email Newsletter]

                      
Parknicker’s
                  Saturday, July 10
p.m.
                                at Park Church



Pastor Ed Heilman and Bud Mills will host a cookout at Park 
Church for Parknickers on Saturday, July 10th at 6:00 p.m., 
(outside if the weather is good).  Meat will be provided - please 
bring a dish to share.  Call Bud or Pastor Ed and let them 
know how many people will be in your party, so they can plan 
their event. Pastor Ed suggests a free-will offering be taken 
and donated to the Back Bay Mission in Louisiana.  Y’all 
Come and Have Some Fun!!

Also, hosts are still needed for September and October.
Parknickers meets the first Saturday of the month. If you can 
host an evening social event, please contact Evie Snyder at 
419-382-3759. 

Park Cleanup Day 
Scheduled July 17th

8:00 am - 12:00

The annual “Park Cleanup Day” is now scheduled for 
Saturday, July 17th. The activities will begin at 8:00 am. If you 
can clean, paint, sort or discard we need your help. This year’s 
objective is to make Park a cleaner, brighter facility. Surveys 
show that appearance communicates how we feel about our 
relationships with others. Let’s make Park a welcoming 
extension of ourselves!

If you have questions, call Gary Batts at 419-973-4013.
See you on the 17th!

         

                 
AUGUST 8 – 12, 2010

Vacation Bible School this year is called “Wonderful World.”
The theme is how God loves us all and created us all in the 

image of God, and how Jesus loves us and shows us how to 
live together with inner peace and outer justice.

VBS runs from August 8 through August 12, from 6:00-7:30 
p.m.  Registration will begin at 5:30 p.m. each day. There is no 
cost for this event – just bring your child and register at the 
door. There will be a new curriculum each day, so if your child 
should miss one day of the program, they can attend the 
following day. The themes are –

ORIGINAL BLESSING

BAPTISM

WATER TO WINE

CALM THE STORM

FOUNTAIN OF LIVING WATER

There will be puppets, snacks, games, Bible Story time, and 
music. The memory verse for the week is Mark 12:28b-31 --

The First Commandment
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with 
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked 
him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered, 
‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 
The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
There is no other commandment greater than these.’ 

We are very happy to be working together with The Village 
Church again this year. 

We need volunteer shepherds, snacks, and craft donations. 
See Kathy Brentlinger to volunteer.  

                    Pastor Ed

     Walbridge Park 

 July 4th Celebration 

   10:00 a.m. - Noon

CHURCH AS USUAL – then the Walbridge Park July 4th

Celebration until noon.  Park members and friends will 
support the effort by providing COLD WATER on the corner of 
Harvard and Glendale. Please bring a small case of water 
bottles and/or reusable sports water bottles for the effort.



We will put the PARK WELCOME and VBS INFORMATION
on these bottles, as people freely help themselves. Any water 
bottles remaining will be used for Vacation Bible School.

Thank you as usual for your help, and let’s all celebrate 
together!

New Ministry to Begin!

On Sunday, July 11th, Park Church will begin a new ministry.
At worship you will be able to see a PRAYER SHAWL and 
learn more about this fantastic ministry.

New member Vi Sloan will gather anyone who can or wants
to learn how to crochet or knit prayer shawls at a future 
date in the fall.

Prayer shawls come in many colors and sizes.  They are
made with love and prayer.  While you are making one you
are praying God's blessings to surround whomever receives
this shawl.

Some shawls are given for births and baptisms. Some are
given to those entering a care facility or struggling with an
illness.  Many events can be a reason for the church to
wrap someone in prayer.

When a shawl is chosen for a particular person a group of
people gather with the minister and pray for the person or 
persons who are receiving it.

The Service Ministry is hoping that many people will want to 
join in this new endeavor of blessing others.

         Park Church Summer Picnics

Come to the Park Summer Picnics on the 2nd and 4th

Wednesday of each month from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
This is a great time to invite new friends to join us. Plan on 
bringing a guest to these events! 

Our host families will be –

July 14 – Gary and Sue Batts
July 28 – Norma Kelling

Aug. 11 – Kathy Brentlinger
Aug. 25 – Jon and Helen Patton

Thanks to all our hosts!

Host Responsibilities

Provide house / backyard (also have backup plan for inside the 
house in case of rain.) Cook a meat dish for approximately 20 
people (hot dogs, hamburgers are fine). You will be 
reimbursed from a “free will offering” taken at the event. Also 
provide iced tea, lemonade, cups, napkins, condiments-
mustard ketchup, etc.

Family / Individual Responsibilities
Each person/family should bring a dish to share with others. 
We will use the “last name” method to avoid duplication foods.

        A-H…Salad      I-P…Vegetable        O-Z…Dessert

Note: Bring your own table service (plates and silverware) both 
yourself and your guests. Also, please bring lawn chairs for 
yourself and your guests. 

Information / Reservations – Contact
Kay Corrello 419-382-5654
Evie Snyder 419-382-3759
(There is also a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.)

Please Remember 

Feed Your Neighbor 
   Canned fruit       

   Grapefruit or orange juice

   Powdered milk   

   Canned vegetables

   Cereal – hot and cold  

   Peanut butter     

   Soup       

   Crackers

Protein foods such as canned meat and/or tuna, spaghetti, 
macaroni & cheese, baked beans.   
Calendar of Church Meetings and

Special Events

Sunday, July 4
Independence Day / Communion Sunday

Monday, July 5
Church office closed for Independence Day holiday.

Saturday, July 10
6:00 p.m. – Parknickers cookout at Park Church –
     hosts: Pastor Ed and Bud Mills

Sunday, July 11
Learn about the new Prayer Shawl Ministry that will begin in 
the fall.

Wednesday, July 14
6:30 p.m. – Park Picnic at the home of Sue & Gary Batts



Saturday, July 17
8:00-Noon – Park Church clean-up day.

Tuesday, July 20
10:00 a.m. – Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. – Council Meeting

Saturday, July 24
8:00 a.m. – Men’s Breakfast at the Mayberry Diner

Wednesday, July 28
6:30 p.m. – Park Picnic at the home of Norma Kelling

HOMELESSNESS

The only thing that all homeless people have in common is that
they do not have a place to live.  In fact; the homeless
population is very diverse.  Misconceptions about homeless 
people are common, such as the idea that many homeless 
people 'want to live that way.'

Here are some facts:

Families with children are the fastest growing group. Most 
homeless people are only homeless for a short while, but they 
may move in and out of homelessness periodically. The vast 
majority of the homeless would prefer to have a home.

Families with children make up almost one third of the 
homeless population. In fact, a growing number of WORKING
people are homeless.

These people need more than a place to stay.  They need 
services to help cope.

The explosion of homelessness has surpassed the ability of 
local governments and charities to deal with the problems.  It 
will take all sectors of society to play a role in solving it 
together.

July Birthdays

Jim Shelton, Jr. ............................................................... 7/01
Angela Ross.................................................................... 7/02
Jim Chiapetta .................................................................. 7/08
Jon Chiapetta .................................................................. 7/09
Judy Gruetter................................................................... 7/09
David Osborn .................................................................. 7/10
Lauryl Kristufek................................................................ 7/11
Heather DeVault.............................................................. 7/11
Donna Flynn.................................................................... 7/13
Tyler Kristufek ................................................................. 7/14
Taylor Kristufek ............................................................... 7/14
Carrie Tinsley .................................................................. 7/14
Madeleine MacPhie......................................................... 7/15
Yevonne Chiapetta.......................................................... 7/17
Richard Heintschel .......................................................... 7/17
Tim Austin ....................................................................... 7/20
Florence Jackson ............................................................ 7/20

Michael Kierczak............................................................. 7/23
Judith Roose ................................................................... 7/23
Jessica Ringling .............................................................. 7/23
Megan Ross.................................................................... 7/24
Frances Lloyd ................................................................. 7/24
Carol Callies Madge........................................................ 7/24
Judith DeWitz.................................................................. 7/24
Jonathon Brug................................................................. 7/28
Adam Jensen .................................................................. 7/29
Bill Rathbun..................................................................... 7/31
Lois Grasser.................................................................... 7/31

July Anniversaries

Emily & Pete Atherine ..................................................... 7/03
Carrie & Brian Tinsley ..................................................... 7/11
Rev. Ed & Rev. Hafidha Saadiq Heilman........................ 7/30

Choir Notice 
for Fall Rehearsals

We will begin Choir rehearsals 
early, on Thursday, August 26th at 
7:00 p.m.  If you are available, we will 
sing with Holy Trinity Lutheran on 
Sunday, August 29th at “Worship by 

the River” in Walbridge Park, and on Labor Day, Sunday, 
September 5th, a duet – Pachelbel’s  Canon of Peace. Then, 
Rally Day will be Sunday, September 12th.  If you have any 
questions, contact Sara Wade, Choir Director. 



Calendar



Let’s Pack the Park!!!

Celebration by the River at Walbridge Park
sponsored by 

Park Church, UCC and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

10:00 a.m.
Sunday, August 29, 2010

A unique Worship Service setting, featuring the Love of God conveyed
by a wonderful worship service, followed by interactive games 

for kids, music, and a huge potluck picnic. 

Mark your calendar, and be sure to invite your relatives, friends and neighbors!
Volunteers will be needed for setting up and taking down.

See additional information in the August Colonial.
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